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EXCAVATIONS AT CORINTH: 1903 

PRELIMINARY REPORT 

The excavations at Corinth, conducted by the American School of Clas- 
sical Studies at Athens, were resumed at the end of March, 1903, and with 
slight interruptions continued until the middle of June. 

Digging was begun to the southwest of the Old Temple, its object being 
to reach the ancient Agora and determine its western and southern bounda- 
ries, its northern limit having been found previously. Early in May, diffi- 
culties with the landowners compelled the stoppage of work here for the 
season. It is to be hoped that funds may be forthcoming to enable the 
School to take up the work again in 1904. 

Though the excavation in this section is incomplete, part of the end had 
in view in digging here has been attained, for it would seem as if buildings 
on the west side of the Agora had been found. An interesting deposit of 
votive offerings was discovered, consisting of terra-cottas of the late sixth, 
the fifth, and perhaps the fourth centuries B.C. Some of the types are 
known already from Corinth, others are new. There may be mentioned 
standing draped female figures, reclining male figures, horsemen, — both 
armed and unarmed, — hand-mirrors, shields, helmets, breastplates, — the 
two latter in relief, — and stelai surmounted by a Corinthian helmet in 
relief and decorated on their face by the relief of a twisting serpent. 

From the middle of May until the end of the campaign a smaller force 
of workmen was employed in the main excavation field of previous years 
and in the Theatre. In the former place may be mentioned the tracing to 
their source of two small water channels which were discovered a year ago 
near the " Old Spring " ; they date from the end of the sixth or the begin- 
ning of the fifth century B.C. 

In the Theatre a Greek terrace wall back of the shene was reached, at a 
depth of six metres, but the skene itself still lies buried farther to the south. 
Above the tereace wall there was found a considerable number of fragments 
— including five heads, two of them intact — of a decorative frieze of good 
Roman work in high relief ; its subject is a Gigantomachia, the figures being 
of somewhat more than life-size. 

The detailed map of the main excavation area of former years was com- 
pleted, and much progress made in understanding and dating the complicated 
mass of wall remains. 

A School Bulletin, which will give a plan of the excavations with full 
commentary, is in preparation. 

T. W. H. 
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